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UNIVERSAL LOVE, &c: 
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THE INTRODUCTION, 


Giving an account of the Author's experience in this mutter; | 


with the reaſons moving him to treat thereef. 


\ LBEIT it were very deſirable, that man could from 


his very tender age upwards receive ſo living an im- 


preſſion not only of the trueſt and ſureſt principles of the 
doctrines of Chriſt, but alſo of the life and power of god- 
lineſs, to leaven the whole mind and affections unto the 
pure and holy nature of Jeſus; yet ſeeing that this hap» 


pineſs befalls to few (moſt men being by the prejudice 


of education either prepoſſeſſed, or defiled with wron 
notions) or elſe thoſe who come to receive even at fi 


a right impreſſion in their underſtandings, as to opinion 
or principle, do either by the power of inward corruption 


working upon their natural complexions, or by other 


temptations from without, oftentimes fall exceeding. ſhort 


of this pure life ; the beſt way to redeem the time, and 
to repair that loſs, is from the experience we have had of 
the evil, and the memory we retain of how far we have 
been wrong, to confirm and ſtrengthen ourſelves in the 


good now revealed and embraced: which by the powerful 


working of God's infinite goodneſs turning all to the ad- 
vantage of thoſe, that love and follow him, makes the 
miniſtry of ſuch the more effectual ; as in the example of 
Paul and others was manifeſt. | 
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It being then ſo, that the condition of my life hitherto - 


(albeit I as yet am but a young man) gives me experience, 
more than perhaps to many others, to treat of this ſub- 


ject; therefore finding a true freedom and liberty in my 


ſpirit, I have willingly undertaken (for the ſake of ſome) 
to write ſomething briefly, and yet I hope clearly thereof : 
that my experience herein (if the Lord will), by his bleſſing, 
may be made uſeful to others. 

My firſt education from my infancy up fell amongſt the 
ſtricteſt ſort of Calviniſts, thoſe of our country being ge- 


nerally acknowledged to be the ſevereſt of that ſect, in the 


heat of zeal ſurpaſſing not only Geneva (from whence they 
derive their pedigree) but all other the reformed churches 


abroad (ſo called :) ſo that ſome of the French Proteſtants 


being upbraided with the fruits of this zeal, as it appeared 
in Jo. Knox, Buchanan, and others, do, (beſides what is 
peculiar to their principles of this kind,) allege the ſuper- 
abundance thereof to proceed a fervido Scotorum Ingenio, 
j. e. from the violent complexion of our countrymen. 1 
had ſcarce got out of my childhood, when I was, by the 
permiſſion of Divine Providence, caſt among the company. 
of Papiſts, and my tender years, and immature capacity. 
not being able to withſtand and reſiſt the inſinuations, that 
were uſed to proſelyte me to that way, I became quickly 


defiled with the pollutions thereof; and continued therein 


for a time, until it pleaſed God through his rich love and 
mercy to deliver me out of thofe ſnares, and to give me 


a clear underſtanding of the evil of that way. In both 


theſe ſects the reader may eaſily conceive, that I had abun- 
dant occaſion to receive imprefſions contrary to this prin- 
ciple of love herein treated of; ſeeing the ſtraitneſs of 
feveral of their doctrines, as well as their practice of per- 


ſecution do abundantly declare, how oppoſite they are to 


univerſal love: as ſhall hereafter more at large be ſhewn. 


And albeit at the time it pleaſed God to deliver me out of 


theſe ſnares, T'was ſo young, that it may be preſumed, my 
obſervations'could”be_but weak, and conſequently my ex- 
perience inconſiderable; yet for as much as from my very 
childhood 1 was very ambitious of knowledge, and by a 
certain felicity of underſtanding (I think, I may fay with⸗ 


| 1 
out vanity) ſueceſsful beyond many of my equals in a6 
though my obſervations at that time were but weak, 
ne I have with more leiſure and circumſpection Kr Bb 


thence ſo much experience, as I am confident, will ſerve 
for a ſufficient foundation ro any N I ſhall 


build upon it in this treatiſe. 


The time that intervened betwixt my Forſakinz of the 
church of Rome, and joining with thoſe, with whom I 
ſtand now engaged, I kept myſelf free from joining with 
any ſort of people; though I took liberty to hear ſeveral: 
and my converſe was moſt with thoſe, that inveigh much 
againſt judging, and ſuch kind of ſeverity ; ſeeming to com- 


plain greatly for want of this Chriſtian charity among all 


ſects. Which latitude may perhaps be eſteemed the other 
extreme, oppoſite to the preciſeneſs of theſe other ſects ; 
whereby I alſo received an opportunity to know, what 
uſually is pretended. on that fide likewiſe ; and thence can 


fay ſomewhat experimentally on that part alſo. 


As for thoſe I am now joined to, and whom I juftly 
eſteem to be the true followers and ſervants of Jeſus Chriſt, 
the world ſpeaks diverſly of them, as to this matter; ſome 
highly accuſing them of the want of charity, and quarrel- 
ling with them as ſuch, who peremptorily condemn all but 
themſelves ; others have a contrary conceit of them; each 
according as they are prejudicated and informed: what 


may be truly ſaid in the caſe, ſhall after appear. I myſelf 


have been diverſly cenſured in this matter, being engaged 


in controverſy ; which, as it can be ſcarcely handled with- : 
out ſomething of ſharpneſs, ſo is ſeldom managed by 


any fo ſucceſsfully, as not to bear the cenſure of ſome 
or other in this reſpect. Having then upon the whole 


matter obſerved, that this want of charity is that, for 
which each ſect accuſes the other, and yet are moſt 


averſe to ſee this defect in themſelves; and that ſome 
do accuſe all ſects, as guilty of this crime ; I have judged 
it meet to commit my ſenſe hereof to writing, ER 
to the purpoſe ſignified in the title aforementioned, 
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; SECT. II. 


The nature of Chriſtian love and charity demonſtrated; the conſifteucy 
„ true zeal therewith : its diſtinction from falſe mall. 


THE nature of Chriſtian love and charity is fully and 
abundantly deſcribed in the Holy Scriptures, where it is 
preferred before all other virtues and properties whatſo- 
ever; as that which comprehendeth in it all other per- 


fections, and is the root and ſpring of them. For there 


can be no true virtue, but that which proceedeth from 
love; hence God himſelf is called love, 1 John iv. 8. as 


being that, under which all his innumerable and unutterable 


perfections are included. By this love we are redeemed 
from the corruption of our nature, and have received the 


benefit of a mediator, John xvi. This is the banner, 
wherewith God covereth his children, Cant. ii. 4. This 


is that, which conſtrained our Lord Jeſus Chriſt to lay 
down his life for us, John xv. 13. The exerciſe of 
this is given by Chriſt, as the principal token of his diſ- 
ciples, John xiii. 35. It is numbered as the firſt fruit 


of the ſpirit, Gal. v. 22. It is called the fulfilling of 


the law, as that, wherein all conſiſteth, Rom. xii. 10. 
For to love God aboye all things, and our neighbour 


as ourſelves, is the ſum not only of the law, but of the 


goſpel alſo, 1 Cor. xiii. 13, Therefore the apoſtle Paul 
giveth to this loye or charity the precedency before either 


— 


the Truth; beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth 
all things, endureth all things, never faileth;“ albeit other 
gifts have: 1 Cor. xiii. from the firſt verſe. As by this 
the excellency of love is ſnewn; ſo the neceſſity of preſſing 
after it, and living in it, will be readily acknowledged by 
all: but ſeeing, the ſum of this love, as well as the per- 
fection thereof conſiſts in loving God above all; fo what- 
ever diverteth in any thing therefrom, is not to be 
accounted love, though the ſame word 'be uſed to expreſs 
it, and that in the Scripture irſelf ; ſuch as the love of 
ſelf, the love of the world, the love of any creature. 
Hence for the attaining of the true and excellent love, 
the love of all theſe other things is not only to- be laid 
aſide, and the love of God rec to them; but they 
are to be hated, as Chriſt himſelf phraſeth it: * He 
that hateth his life,” John xii. 25. Yea, he uſeth it ſo, 
as to ſpeaking of hating father and mother, Luke xiv. - 
26. Though when the love to ſuch is truly ſubordinate 
to the other, it is both commended and commanded. 
Ihe teſtimony, which is required of our really being in 
the love of God, Chriſt himſelf fignifieth to us: If you 
love me, keep my commandments :*” and as the beloved 
diſciple John ſaid in the caſe of knowledge, ſhewing us the 
falſchood of ſuch, as pretend to know God, and yet do 
not ſo; ſaying, He that ſays, he knows God, and keeps 
not his commandments, 1s a liar, and the truth is nor in 
him, 1 John ii. 4. So may be alſo ſaid, He that faith 
he loves God, and keeps not his commandments, is a 
liar, and the truth is not in him; according as the ſame 
apoſtle ſaith, x John v. 3, © For this is the love of God, 
that we keep his commandments.” Hence it is apparent, 
that love without purity is but a falſe pretence ; and that 
whatſoever hinders from the practice of this love of God, 
or withdraws from the obedience of the leaſt of his com- 
mands, is to be denied, and no ways to be entertained ; as 
being either the love of the devil, the love of the world, 
or the love of ſelf, and not the love of the Father. And as 
from the true love of God (having taken place both upon 
the underſtanding and will) there arifeth a great fervency 
and deſire of mind, that it may be wholly united with the 
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Lord, and made conformable unto his will in all things; 
ſo from hence ariſeth alſo a certain averſion from indig- 
nation of, and even hatred to, whatſoever is contrary 
thereunto, or has a tendency to lead from it, which is 
commonly called zeal. Which zeal having a right bottom 
and foundation, and proceeding purely from the love of 
God, is a great virtue, greatly to” be commended and 
preſſed after; and the defect thereof is juſtly reprovable 
in a Chriſtian. That zeal then, thus conſidered, is a thing 
excellent, pure and holy of itſelf, appears,' in that it 1s 
aſcribed to God himſelf, 2 Kings xix. 31. Where the 
performance of the blefſed evangelical promiſes is to be 
performed by the zeal of the Lord,“ Ia. ix. 7. 
He is ſaid to be clothed with zeal, as with a cloak; and 
Ixiii. 15, his zeal is numbered with his bowels and 
mercies. Next David recommends himſelf to God, for 
that the zeal of his houſe had eaten him up, Pſalm 


Ixix. 9. and cxix. 139. And Paul commends the Co- 
rinthians for their zeal, 2 Cor. vii. 11. 1 Cor. xiv. 12. 


And for this end has the grace of God appeared unto 


all, that there might be a people gathered, “ zealous of 


good works,” Tit. ii. 14. And as this is commended 
and recommended on the one hand; ſo is the contrary 
thereof (to wit, indifferency and luke-warmneſs) reproved 
and rebuked, as a thing diſpleaſing to the Lord. Of 


many inſtances whereof that might be given, that unto 


the church of Laodicea may ſerve at preſent, Rev. iii. 
15, 16: becauſe for a remedy againſt this evil ſhe is 
exhorted, verſe 19, to be zealous and repent. | 
But as there is a true zeal, ſo is there a falſe one; 
and it is not more needful to have the one, than it is to 
avoid the other. Now as the true zeal proceedeth only 
from the pure love of God, and ſingle regard to his honour 
and glory; fo the falſe zeal proceedeth from the love of 


ſomething elſe, and the regard to other things. And of 


this falſe zeal there are ſeveral kinds, as well as degrees: 
all of which, though they ought to be - ſhunned; yet 
ſome are far more hurtful and pernicious than | others. 
'The worſt and higheſt of theſe is, when as men through 
the height of pride, luſt, ambition, or envy, ſhew them» 


. 
* 


EPI 


ſelves furious and zealous to ſatisfy and fulfil their defires 


and affections; this is the higheſt zeal for ſelf : from this 
zeal did Cain ſlay Abel; Iſhmael.mocked Haac, and Eſau 


hated Jacob; Pharaoh perſecuted the children of Iſrael; 
Saul, David; and Jezebel the true prophets of the 


Lord. | | 
A ſecond kind is, when as men, that are not true an 


faithful even to thoſe principles of religion they profeſs. 
themſelves to acknowledge as true, as being conſcious to 


themſelves, and alſo publickly known to be ſuch, as are 


vicious and profligate; yet do violently perſecute and 
oppreſs others, that differ from them; though they be not 


only equal to them, but even by their own acknowledg- 
ment exceed them in temperance and virtue : having 


nothing to charge them with, but that they agree not 
. : . . . = ; 2 . « 
with them in judgment and practice 1n matters of religion. 


This apparently is a falſe zeal, and not of God ; for if it 
proceeded from the true love of God, it would firſt operate 
in themſelyes to the renioving of all thoſe things, which 
they acknowledge to be contrary to this love of God, 
before it exerted itſelf towards others; ſeeing, as the 
proverb is, Charity begins at home. And like unto this 
was the zeal of the Scribes and Phariſees, who perſecuted 


Chriſt for a breaker of the law, which themſelves did 
not fulfil: as is alſo the zeal both of the Papiſts and 


Proteſtants in their perſecutions at this day. | 

A third ſort is of ſuch, who do indeed walk ſtrictly and 
cloſely to their own principles, making conſcience of their 
way; but yet beihg blinded in their underſtanding, do 
perſecute truth, ſuppoſing it to be error. Of this number 
was Paul before his converſion, being as to the law 
blemeleſs, and perſecuting the ſaints out of zeal, Acts 
xxii. 3. Gal. i. 14. And therefore in this claſs he num- 
bers his countrymen, ſaying, © Tliey have a zeal of God, 
but not according to knowledge,“ Rom. x. 2. And per- 
haps among theſe ſuch may be numbered, of whom Chriſt 
ſpeaketh, ſaying to his diſciples; And when they kill you, 
they ſhall think to do God ſervice. 


A fourth or laſt fort is, when as men being truly enlight-. 
ened in their underſtanding, but their will, heart and 
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affections not being thoroughly leavened with the love of 
God, do condemn things juſtly reprovable, but not out 
of the pure drawings of Divine love ; but even from a 
mixture of ſelf in the forwardneſs of their own will, as 
not ſuffering any to be contrary unto them. 

This is the moſt innocent kind of wrong zeal; yet not 


ſo, but that it ought to be watched againſt : and of theſe 


few that are guilty of it, it were fit, they waited to be re- 
deemed from it. But the pure, undefiled zeal, that is ac- 
ceptable to God, is that, which proceeds not only from a 


pure and clear underſtanding, but alſo from a renewed 


and ſanctified will, which moves not of nor from ſelf, but 
from and for the Lord. 


—— . ... —— 


SECT. III. 


The controverſy flated with reſpect to the different ſorts of 
Chriſtians; how it is to be gte from the nature of their prin- 
ciples, and not from the practice of particular perſons. 


THE ſum of what is ſaid, is, that true Chriſtian love 
and charity is the moſt excellent of virtues, moſt needful 
to be ſought after and attained; that it is never joined, 
but with purity, which it naturally leads to; and therefrom 
doth conſequentially ariſe an indignation and zeal againſt 
unrighteouſneſs : which true zeal is juſtly commendable, 
and really diſtinguiſhable from all falſe and ignorant zeal. 

For the more clear ſtating of the controverſy in pro- 
ceeding in this matter, theſe following aſſertions relating 
thereto may be propoſed and affirmed. | 


I. That whatſoever love is conſiſtent with the pure love of 


God, may be ſafely exerciſed towards all forts as well 
of men, as Chriſtians. | 


II. That whatſoever love or charity really conduceth to 


the ſalvation of their ſouls, and fo far as they are ca- 


Ti) 


pable thereof, may and ought to be ſheyn towards 
them. EE” 
III. That therefore the good in all ought to be com- 
mended, encouraged and loved; and no true good 


either denied, rejected, or deſpiſed, becauſe of any 


errors peculiar to reſpective ſects. 


TV. That the evil either in opinion or practice ought 


neither to be ſpared, encouraged nor fomented under 
any pretence of love whatſoever. | 
Theſe I ſhall not enlarge, nor yet offer to prove (ſtu- 
dying to avoid prolixity) becauſe I preſume, they will be 
readily granted and aſſented to by all: that then, which 


_ principally comes under conſideration, is to conſider and 


examine, | 
Which of all the ſeveral ſorts of Chriſtians at this 
day, do moſt truly obſerve theſe rules, and ſhew 
forth moſt of the true love and zeal of God in 


their way and principles, avoiding that which is 


cContrary thereunto ? „ 
Wherein that I may proceed clearly, there are ſome 
things previous to be warily and ſeriouſly weighed. Ag— 
Firſt: When I ſpeak of the charity of the ſeveral 


ſorts of Chriſtians, I ſpeak of ſuch as are ſettled in their 


reſpective principles, as perſuading themſelves certainly in 


the truths and ſoundneſs of them : ſo that their love and 


charity is really to ſuch, as they judge and believe are 
wrong. Seeming to have charity to all, and be afraid to 
judge them from an unſettledneſs in one's ſelf, as not 


knowing which is right, or which is wrong, is a virtue of 


neceſſity, and not of choice; and proccedeth no ways 
from the love of God, neither has any reſemblance there- 


unto: for God loves and compaſſionates ſinners, and ſuch 


as are out of the way, not as being ignorant or doubting, 
whether they be ſuch ; but as really knowing them, It 


were indeed the height of madneſs and folly for theſe. 
unſettled, uncertain, and ſtraggling ſouls to take the 


liberty to judge others for being wrong, while they pro- 


feſs, they know not yet, who is right, and who is wrong; 


being only ſure of this, that themſelves are not come 


to rights: for they could not in ſo doing but be ſelf - 
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condemned. Not but I believe, that the condition of ſuch, 


if they be truly forbearing, and ready to embrace he 
good, when ſeen by them, is both more tolerable to others, 
and ſafe for themſelves, than thoſe, that are hardily con- 
fident in a wrong belief, from thence forwardly judging 
others. But this I mention for the ſake of certain men of 
looſe and uncertain principles, who being really conſcious 


to themſelves of their own unſettledneſs, finding themſelves 
at a loſs as concerning many of the controverted principles 


of the Chriſtian religion, which is right, and which wrong; 
and not finding a ready way to come to any certain deter- 
mination therein, and being perhaps unwilling to undergo 
the trouble and difficulty of ſuch a ſerious ſearch and in- 


quiry, as well as defirous to avoid theſe troubleſome 


circumſtances, or other. inconveniencies, which may ſeem 
to them neceſſarily to accompany their embodying them- 
ſelves with any particular people or fellowſhip, and there- 
fore find it more eaſy to ſatisfy and pleaſe themſelves with 
ſome general notions of practical truths commonly acknow- 
ledged by all, and therefore cover themſelves by con- 
demning that heat, aſperity, and ſevere cenſuring, that is 
among the ſeveral ſorts of Chriſtians one towards another, 
as not conſiſtent with, nor ſuitable to that love, which 


ought to be in all Chriſtians : whereas, poor men! they 


mind not, how much they fall in this crime, and that in 
a degree far more e than thoſe * thus accuſe. 
For 

1. Are not they found guilty of the want of this 
Chriſtian love and charity, that do judge and 'condemn 
all thoſe ſeveral ſorts of Chriſtians, as defective in this ſo 
principal and neceſſary a Chriſtian virtue; whereby they 
do indirectly ſhut them out from being Chriſtians or diſci- 
ples of Teſs? For if they judged it an error inconſiſtent 
with Chriſtian love and charity, to condemn or accuſe one 
another for difference in opinion ; why are they found 


_ themſelves ſo guilty of it? For fnce this cenſuring and 


condemning of one another. among the ſeveral ſorts of 
Chriſtians is practiſed by them as their duty, and a necel- 
ſary conſequence of their doctrine, why ſhould theſe judge 
them for it? If they lay, they condemn them for it, 


(4 ): 


becauſe they believe it to be a wrong principle; ſhall 


not others be allowed the like liberty to condemn princi- 


ples they likewiſe believe to be wrong ? One of two then 
muſt of neceſſity. hold, either that wrong doctrines or 
opinions may be juſtly reproved, confuted, and condemned, 
without breach of Chriſtian love and charity, and there- 
fore the ſo doing amongſt the ſeveral ſorts of Chriſtians 
(upon their own reſpective principles in itſelf ſimply con- 
{idered) not evil or reprovable, and therefore theſe men 
wrong in judging it ſo; or it is an evil, and inconſiſtent 
with Chriſtian love and charity to condemn any ſort of 


Chriſtians for their doctrines and opinions: and if ſo, theſe 


men fall foully in this crime, that do accuſe all others for 
this judging of principles, and yet themſelves judge them 
for their principles herein, And, 

2. Their envy in this is of an higher degree, by 


their own ſentence, than thoſe others thus judged by 


them: becauſe the others proceed upon a certain belief 


and firm perſuaſion, that they are in the right, and thoſe 


they condemn, wrong; and ſo proceed rationally, conſe- 
quentially to their own principles: but theſe men, albeit 
they be conſcious to themſelves, that they are not come to 
a determination of what 1s right, and what wrong, and re- 
main yet in doubt for want of a clear underſtanding, 
what to approve, and what to condemn ; do nevertheleſs 
molt irrationally (and inconſequentially to their own affir- 


mations ) reprove, cenſure and condemn all others, as deſ- 
titute of, or at leaſt defective in, a virtue and quality ſo 


neceſſary and eſſential to all Chriſtian ſocieties. To whom 
therefore may be fitly applied the ſaying of the patriarch 
Jacob to his firſt- born Reuben: * Unſtable as water, thou 


 thaſt not excel,”” Gen. xlix. 4. And that of the apoſtle 


Paul to the Romans, Rom. ji. 21. As alſo that other 
ſaying of the ſame apoſtle to the Galatians ; “ For if I 
build again the things that J deſtroyed, I make myſelf a 
tranigreſſor,“ Gal. ii. 18. 

Secondly : To make a judgment of the ſeveral ſorts of 
Chriſtians, we muſt fetch it not from the practices of parti- 
cular perſons; but from their reſpective principles, by 
inquiring, how far they naturally lead to, or draw from, 
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this univerſal love. Becauſe that it cannot be denied, 
but that among all and every ſort of the ſeveral ſects 
of Chriſtians, there are men of divers and ſundry humours 


and complexions, ſome more hot, violent and froward, 
who proſecute what they judge right, with great zeal, 


haſte, and fury; others of more calm, meek, and loving 
diſpoſitions, who though they be not leſs defirous to ad- 
vance their way, yet do it in a more complacent, affable, 
and deliberate manner : ſome there are, that are naturally 


of a careleſs, indifferent, Gallio-like temper in ſuch things, 


and therefore behave more forbearingly and civilly towards 
ſuch as diflent from them; not becauſe of any virtue, 
but becauſe ſuch things do not- much trouble or rouch 
them, Neither then of theſe virtues, as they are incident 
to particular perſons, are ſo juſtly chargeable upon a ſect 
or people, as from thence to make a poſitive judgment of 
their univerſal charity or not, ſeeing, theſe are not the con- 
ſequences of their principles, or that which neceſſarily 
comes from them, as relating to this or that ſociety; but 
the mere product of their natural and private humours. 

How far any particular or ſingular perſons among the 
ſeveral ſects have attained to the performance of that 
true love and zeal formerly deſcribed, I ſhall not deter. 
mine; neither does it neceſſarily belong to this queſtion 2 

for if any ſhould be found to do any thing, which were 
ſo far from being the conſequence of their principles, as to 
be quite contrary, their brethren would not ſuffer their 
principles from thence to be diſapproved ; fo neither can 
the excellency of any ſingular perſons, while not proceed- 
ing upon their principles, approve them as juſtifiable in 
this reſpect. As for inſtance ; where it is the univerſal 
principle and general practice of a ſect, to perſecute even 
to the utmolt thoſe that differ from them (as in the church 
of Rome) ſhould there be found one or two, or a very few 
of a more moderate ſpirit, that ſhould profeſs an averſion 
from ſuch ſort of ſeverity, and alſo practiſe it in their 


ſtation according to their capacity, who would aſcribe this 


moderation and charity to the church of Rome, would 
take his meaſure but badly. And on the other hand, 


where it is the univerſal principle and general practices of 


( 15 . 


a people, not at all to perſecute for the matter of con- 
ſcience, ſhould any private perſons of that ſociety be carried 


by their fury and heat to the practice of any ſuch thing, 


though directly contrary to their principles; who would. 
charge this upon the whole people, and. thence meaſure 
them, would make alſo a bad conſequence. Nevertheleſs 


1 ſhall not deny, but ſome principles are ſo pernicious, and 


ſo ſtrait and narrow, that they ſeem by a certain malignity 


generally to influence all their followers, as ſhall after be 
obſerved ; but I ſhall now proceed to the forementioned 


examination. 


SECT. IV; 


An examination of the principles of ſeveral ſorts of the ſo called 
. Chriſtians compared with this univerſal love, and found defeftive + 


| 5, 1. of Papiſts : 2. of Proteſtants in general e 3. Socinians. 


AS there are two ways chiefly, whereby a people or 


| ſociety do ſignify their charity or love towards others, that 


differ from them; ſo by theſe two alſo is ſignified their 
contrary principles and practice. 

The firſt is by a favourable and charitable judgment 
of the condition of men's ſouls, albeit of different and con- 
trary principles from them, in ſuppoſing, or at leaſt not 
abſolutely denying, but that they may even upon their own 
principles, if faithful thereto, obtain peace with God, and 


life eternal. 


The ſecond is by a friendly and neighbourly deport- 


ment towards men's perſons, in not ſeeking to ruin and 


deſtroy them, whether in life, liberty, or eſtate; albeit 
their judgment concerning God, and things ſpiritual in 
the nature and manner of the exerciſe of their worſhip be 


both contrary and different; where the defect of any of 


theſe two is, there of neceſſity muſt be wanting univerſal 


love and charity. 


For thou that haſt bound up and tied the means of 
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ſalvation to thy principles and doctrines, fo as to exclude 


from ſalvation all that differ from thee, or contradict thee, 
haſt certainly declared, thy charity exceeds not the limits 
of thy own form; and that the beſt opinion and higheft 
eſteem thou haſt of any that differ from thee, for any 


— 


virtues or excellencies that may appear to be in them, re- 


ſolves at laſt in no better than this concluſion; for all this 
they muſt be damned. Neither will it ſerve to prove the 


univerſal charity of any people in this reſpect, that ſome 


of them may problematically affirm, that ſalvation may be 


poſſible to ſome ſuch diſſenters living in remote parts, who 
are excluded from the benefit of all means of knowing 
their principles, making this poſſibility only as an effect of 
God's omnipatency, and ſo purely miraculous ; alleging, 
they will not deny, but God in a miraculous and extra- 
ordinary way may bring ſome to heaven :*for this ſhews 


no charity at all either in the principle or people ; but is 


tency from a ſight of the groſs abfurdity, that would follow 
from affirming otherwiſe. Thoſe only can be eſteemed 
charitable in point of doctrine, and truly to commend the 
love of God, whoſe principle is of that extent, as natu- 


only a mere ſeeming acknowledgment of God's omnipo- 


rally to take in within the compaſs of it both ſuch, as have 


not arrived to their diſcoveries, and who are alfo different 
in judgment from them, and that without any extraordi- 
nary and miraculous conveyance; as being the common 
means and order of falvation appointed by God for all, 
and truly reaching all. | 5 

Moreover, in the ſecond place, far leſs canſt thou pre- 


tend to have charity for me, that wilt rob me of my life, 


goods, or liberty, becauſe I cannot jump with thee in m 

judgment in religious matters: to ſay, thou doſt it for 
good, and out of the love thou beareft to my ſoul, is an 
argument too ridiculous to be anſwered ; unleſs that the ſo 
doing did infallibly produce always a change in judgment : 
the very contrary whereof experience has abundantly 
ſhewn, and to this day doth ſhew ; ſeeing ſuch ſeverities 


do oftner confirm men in their principles, than drive 


them from them. And then, by thy own confeſſion, thou 
doſt not only deſtroy my body, but my ſoul alſo z* and 
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8 
canſt not avoid thinking upon thy own principle, but 1 
muſt be damned, if I perſiſt in my judgment: which for 
thee to be the very immediate occaſion and author of, is 
certainly the greateſt act of malice and envy, that can be 
imagined ; ſeeing thou doſt what in thee lieth, through the 
heat of thy zeal and fury, to cut me off from obtaining that 
place of repentance, which for ought thou knoweft, it 
might pleaſe God to afford me, were not my days thus 
ſhortened by thee. To allege the example of putting to 
death murderers and other ſuch profligate malefactors 
(which is allowably done by the general] judgment of 
almoſt all Chriſtians) from thence urging, that as this is not 
accounted a breach of Chriſtian charity, ſo neither the 
other; will no way ſerve the purpoſe ; nor yet be a ſufh- 
cient cover for this kind of unchriſtian cruelty ; becauſe 
the crimes, for which rheſe are thus puniſhed, are ſuch, 
as are not juſtified as matters of conſcience, or conſcien- 
tiouſly practiſed; which are unanimouſly condemned not 
only by the conſent of all Chriſtians, but of all men, as 
being deſtructive to the very nature of mankind, and to 
all human ſociety : and it is confeſſed even by all ſuch 
malefactors themſelves, I know not if one of a hundred 


thouſand can be excepted; and the puniſhment of ſuch 


is juſtifiable, as all generally acknowledge. But to kill 
ſober, honeſt, good men merely for their conſcience, is 
quite contrary to the doctrine of Chriſt ; as has been 
elſewhere upon other occaſions largely demonſtrated, 

This being premiſed, I ſhall briefly apply the fame to 


the ſeveral ſorts of Chriſtians, that thence may be obſerved, 


whoſe principles do moſt exactly agree with, and lead 
to that univerſal love and charity, ſo much in words 
commended by all; and for the want of which every ſort 
take ſo much liberty to judge and condemn each other. 
There are many other particulars, by which the ſeveral 
ſets may be tried in this reſpe& ; but theſe two fore- men- 
tioned being the principal, I ſhall chiefly inſiſt upon them 
in this preſent application. Z ; 2 
To begin then with the Papiſts, there is nothing more 
commonly acknowledged and affented to among them, 
than that maxim, Extra eccleſiam nulla ſalus, without the 
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church there is no te "which maxim in a ſeuſe, 
I confeſs to be true: (as mall hereafter appear: ) but 
according as it is underſtood among them, it does utterly 
deſtroy this univerſal love and charity. For by this 
church, without which there is no falvation, they pre- 
ciſely . underſtand the church of Rome; reckoning, that 
whoſoever are not of her fellowſhip, are not faved. 
And this muſt needs neceffarily follow upon their prin- 


ciples, ſeeing they make the ceremonial embodying in 


this church ſo neceſſary to ſalvation, that they exclude 
from it the very children begotten and brought forth by 
their own members, unleſs formally received by the 
ſprinkling or baptiſm of water. And albeit they have a 
certain place more tolerable than hell for theſe unbaptized 
infants; yet hence is manifeſt, how ſmall their charity 
is; and how much it is confined to their particular ce- 
remonies and forms; fince if they think children born 


among them, for want of this circumftance, are excluded 
from heaven, albeit never guilty of actual tranſgreſſion; 


they muſt needs judge, that ſuch as both want it, and 


alſo are guilty of many ſins (as they believe all men are, 
who are come to age, eſpecially ſuch, as are not in the 


church) go without remedy to hell. 

Secondly: All diſſenters and ſeparatiſts gin the 
church; Infidels, Turks, and hereticks, which (in ſhort) 
are all that profeſs not fellowſhip and communion with 
the church of Rome, and own her not as their mother, are 


in a moſt ſolemn manner yearly excommunicated by the 


Pope: And it were a moſt groſs inconſiſtency to ſuppoſe, 
that ſuch, as are ſo curſed and excommunicated, and given 
over to the devil by the father and chief biſtiop of the 
church, can in the judgment of the members be ſaved ; 

eſpecially while they think, he is approved of God, and 
led by an infallible ſpirit m his ſo excommunicating chem. 

And hſtly: To ſuppoſe any ſuch univerſal love or cha- 
rity, as extending to perſons either withont the compals 
of their own ſociety, or diſſenting and ſeparating from 
them, ſo as to reckon them in a capacity or poſſibility 
of ſalvation, were to deſtroy and overturn the very baſis 


and foundation of the Roman church; which ſtands in ac- 
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knowledging the ſuperiority and precedency of Peter and 


his ſucceſſors, and in ITY that n is annexed 


thereunto. 


Now, ſuch as are not of the Roman n cannot 
do this; and thoſe that do not thus, are ſuch, to whom 
the church of Rome can have no charity; but muſt look 
upon them as without the church, and dae as in- 
capable of ſalvation, while there abiding; 


If it be objected that. the church of Rome p Wy 


charity to the Greek, Armenian, and Athigpian churches, | 
albeit vaſtly, differing in many things from them. 


I anſwer, that whatſoever charity the church of Rome 


either doth, or ever. hath, profeſſed to any of theſe, ſhall 


be found to be always upon a ſuppoſed acknowledgment 


made by them to the ſee of; Rome, as the mother church 
and apoſtolick ſeat, from thence ſecking the confirmation 


and CAR Gb of their patriarchs, at leaſt as the Romaniſts 
have ſought to make the world believe : (how true, is not 


my preſent buſineſs to inquire :) and all theſe differences | 


of ceremonies, that are betwixt them, are only approved 
by the Romaniſts, as ſuch which are indulged to them by 


the Pope, who pretends out of a fatherly care and com- 


paſſion to yield theſe things unto them: which, if it be 
true, is done by him rather to uphold the ſhew of his au- 
thority, and becauſe diſtance of place and other incom- 
modities hinder him from preſſing more upon them; 
ſince in places nearer hand, and where fitter opportunities 


have been preſented, he hath ſhewn himſelf very zealous 
and violent to bring all to a ready obedience to the leaſt 


of his commands: as by many examples could be largel 


proved. Vet ſome are of the mind, that all theſe ſtories, 
and pretended acknowledgments of Patriarchs to the Ro- 


mith ſee, are but the mere effects of the policy of that court 
to uphold their grandeur; and nothing better but pretty 
comedies to amuſe the vulgar and credulous, and. aug- 


ment their reverence towards the Pope and his clergy: 
but whatever be in this, it is abundantly manifeſt, that 


there can be nothing more contrary to this univerſal love 
and charity, than Romiſh principles, and that no man of 
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that religion, without deſerting his principles, can pretend 
ro It. ; | 1 
As to the other principle of perſecution, how much 
it is preached and practiſed in the church of Rome, will 
need no great probation : thoſe that are aequainted with, 
or have heard of the Spaniſh Inquiſition ; of the many 
inhuman butcheries and maſſacres committed both in 
France and the Netherlands upon men, merely for the 
matter of their conſciences ; the many plots, conſultations, 
combinings, and wars contrived, fomented and carried 
on by the biſhops of Rome themſelves, and the chief of 
their clergy yielding large and voluntary contributions 
thereto for to ruin and root out the Diſſenters from the 
Romiſh ſociety, after Luther appeared; cannot but ſee, 
How natural and conſequential it is to Romiſh principles ſo 
to do; and thence alſo obſerve, how contrary and oppo- 
ſite theſe things are to univerſal love and charity; and 


how much they act the hypocrite, when they pretend 
_ Chriſtian charity to any, that differ from them. 


And this manifeſtly appears in theſe two, which none 
of them that have underſtanding to know, or honeſty to con- 
feſs their principles, can deny. I might alſo add a third, 
which, albeit by ſome Popiſh doors in ſome nations it be 
denied, yet is no leſs firmly believed and contended for by 
other eminent perſons among them, eſpecially Bellarmine, 
and approved by the Pope himſelf, to wit; the Pope's 
power to depoſe princes in caſe of hereſy, and give their 
kingdoms to others : allowing them upon that account to 
fight againſt them, and accounting their fo purchaſing 
of them lawful. Small offences heretofore would have 
provoked to this ſentence, as appeared in the example of 
Hildebrand and others; but of late he is more ſparing and 

deliberate in his denunciations, finding his authority leſs 
regarded, and his power to bring to obedience much 
abbreviated, But ſurely, this principle cannot conſiſt with 
univerſal love, when that, which by all is acknowledged 
to be an ordinance of God, doth not ſecure the lawful 
adminiſtrators thereof from the bitterneſs of it: if you 
will not allow a king to be a king, albeit his right and 


things, which ſufficiently evidenceth, the church of Rome 


doctrine of Proteſtants : how far this contradicts univerſal - | 
love, is before- mentioned. But as to them, it has this j 
additional aggravation (which is very conſiderable) that | 


M4 


title fo to be is every way as good, as ſuch among your- 
ſelves, unleſs he be of your mind; certainly, there are but 
ſmall hopes of your charity to other perſons. There might 
be much more ſaid and enlarged as well upon this as other 


can have no Juſt claim to this -univerſal love; which 1 
purpoſely, to avoid all manner of prolixity, do omit. 

The great variety of doftrines among Proteſtants (ſo 
called) will make ir ſomewhat harder to decypher them 
particularly in this matter; yet to take firſt notice of thoſe, 
who by their moſt public confeſſions, as well as by their 
poſſeſſion of whole nations, are moſt commonly and uni- 
verſally underſtood to bear that name (to wit) the Luther- 
ans and Calviniſts, ſeems moſt regular. Sk 

And becauſe of their unity, as well as of ſeveral others, 
in that doctrine and practice of perſecution, I ſhall make 
my firſt obſervation. from thence ; which being not only 
held by them, but alſo by ſeveral others diſſenting from both 
of them, may be termed, (the more the pity,) a general 


they do, and that upon their owned principles, ſo rigo- 
roully perſecute one another, not permitting one another | 
the free exerciſe of their conſcience in their reſpective 
dominions ; albeit they acknowledge, that they agree in 
fundamentals, and that they have both upon the ſame 


 defign of reformation departed from Antichriſt. How then 
can theſe men pretend to any thing of univerſal love 


or charity, who upon ſo ſmall difference, by themſelves 
not eſteemed fundamental, do deny one another the very 


common and natural benefits of the creation? and of : 


this the iſland of Great Britain can give good evidence. 


For albeit the Proteſtants there be in a ſenſe all Calvi- 


niſts, or at leaſt not at variance in that, which was, and = 
is, the great controverſy among the Lutherans and Calvi- 1 
niſts abroad; and that their difference lies only in the 
matter of the government of the church, and ſome other 
ceremonies ; many of which Calvin himſelf confeſſeth not 
to be of that conſequence, for which the godly ſhould 
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be at variance; yet how little charity they have to one 
another, and how great and irreconcilable prejudice and 
malice, is openly known to the world! So that upon this 
account the Prelatic party has perſecuted the Preſbyterian; 
and the Preſbyterian them, as they reſpectively found them 


ſelves in a capacity to do it; not only to the ejection of 


the clergy for this difference out. of their fun&ion, and 
the excommunication and publicly curſing one of another ; 
but alſo to the turning in and out of ſtate officers, ta 
the impriſoning, forfeiting, baniſhing, yea, and judicial 
execution both of private and public perſons. Not to men- 
tion the horrible devaſtations and public wars, whereby 
this iſland became as a bloody tragedy to the ruin of 
thouſands of families; which took its riſe from their dif- 


ferences, and was carried and fomented from the very 


pulpits under this notion; alſo thoſe common and uſual 
denominations, wherewith they uſed (and yet do deſign) 
one another, are not unknown; as, ſelf-ſeeking and 
ſelf-ſeparating hypocrites, ſeditious incendiaries, preſump- 
tuous rebels: and on the other hand; proud and bloody 
prelates, ignorant and ungodly curates, wicked and hateful 
malignants, idolatrous and ſuperſtitious. 3333 

I could alſo (were it not both tedious and troubleſome 
to repeat ſuch {tuff ) give inſtance of not much leſs ſeverity 
and reproaches very near of the fame quality, that have 
paſſed betwixt other ſubdivided ſpecies of Calviniſts ; as be- 
twixt the Remonſtrants and Contra-remonſtrants in Hol- 
land, upon the difference of their principles, albeit they 
agree in the matter of government; and the Engliſh 


' Preſbyterians and Independents, who quarrel not much (at 


leaſt the generality of them, as themſelves are willing the 
world ſhould believe) about principles, but only in a ſmall 
circumſtance of government. All which doth well witneſs, 
how void thoſe men are of true charity! and how. far 
from that true, univerſal, Chriſtian love, ſo much com- 
mended and pretended to by them! eſpecially conſidering, 
that theſe are not only ſome perſonal infirmities or eſcapes 
of private perſons among them; but the univerſal, neceſ- 
{ary and conſequential effects of their reſpective principles, 
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which proceed from them as men ſo circumſtantiated and 


related to ſuch and ſuch fellowſhips and ſocieties —_ 
There is another principle not only common both to 
Lutherans and Calviniſts, but even to thoſe ſubdivided 
Calviniſts (I mean the Epiſcopalians and Preſbyterians) 
which cannot but obſtruct and neceſſarily hinder this uni- 
verſal love ; to wit, the preſſing after, and ſeeking to eſta» 
bliſh a national church; whereby upon the magiſtrates, 
or great part embracing any religion, they diſtribute the 
whole kingdom into ſeveral pariſhes or congregations, and 
appoint preachers of that way to them all: ſo that a 


man cannot be a member of the ſtate, without he be a 


member of the church alſo; and he is robbed of the 
very privileges, which he ought to enjoy as a man, unleſs 


he will agree (albeit againſt his conſcience) to eve 
circumſtance of that church, which is eſtabliſhed in the 


country he lives in. For the making of which the more 
effectual, the law in our country provides, that when 


a man is excommunicated or caſt out of the church, he is 
alſo caſt out of the ſtate : ſo that a man upon the church's 


cenſure for a matter merely conſcientious, incurs the ſame 
hazard of the loſs of his eſtate and liberty, as if he had 
been guilty of ſome heinous crime towards the ſtate. But 
how can thoſe pretend to univerſal love, that have thus 
confined all, both ſpiritual and temporal bleſſings to their 
ſect, that they think not men worthy to live as men, or 
breathe the common air, unleſs they will ſubſcribe to all 
their ſentiments? ſurely, this is far from the nature of 
God's love, that cauſes his ſun to riſe both upon the 


juſt and unjuſt ! Thus far as to perſecution, and what de- 


pends upon it. 
I obſeryed before, that che general defect of this uni- 


verſal love did proceed from wrong notions concerning the 


love of God; for ſuch as confined God's love, did conſe- 
quentially confine their own. Now the chief way, where- 
by men by their own narrow opinions ſeek to limit and 
confine the univerſal love of God, is by propoſing the 
neceſſary means of falvation appointed by God, as not 
reaching to all; for ſuch, to whom they, reach not, we 


cannot Joppoſs to have any real lore extended ta them: 
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In this the generality of Proteſtants are deficient; albeit 
ſome exceed others in a particular reſpect, as {hall be here- 
after obſerved. Es „ 
That wherein they are generally wanting, is by affirm- 
ing, that there can be no ſalvation without the explicit 
knowledge of Chriſt, and benefit of the Scriptures. This 
is held both by Lutherans, Calviniſts, and Arminians, 1 
mean, by theſe churches; whatever may be the private 
ſentiments of particular perſons among them. 

Now whereas all theſe do acknowledge, that many 
thouſands, yea, whole nations have been and are excluded 
from the benefit of this knowledge; they muſt neceſſarily 
conclude ſalvation impoſſible to them, and ſo they can have 
no charity for them, ſo as to ſuppoſe a poſſibility of ſalva- 


tion to them, And this goes directly againſt, and deſtroys 


the nature of univerſal love; which cannot be entertained 
towards any, but upon the ſuppoſition, that they are under 
a poſſibility of being ſaved; or that thoſe circumſtances 
they are under, not being in themſelves (ſimply con- 
ſidered) ſinful (as being ſuch, as are not in them to help) 
do not abſolutely exclude them from it. I confeſs, that 


1 cannot have charity to a wicked man, that he can be 
faved, ſo long as he continues wicked; and if thence any 


ſhould ſeek to infer, that ſo likewiſe 
Ob ect. We cannot have charity to thoſe men, that want 
the Scriptures and the outward knowledge of Chriſt, that 
they can be faved, ſo long as they want that: therefore as 
the one is not contrary to univerſal love, neither is the other. 

J anſuer: The compariſon holds not at all; becauſe 
the ground of my not having charity to him, is his con- 


tinuing in a thing, which himſelf knows to be diſpleaſing 


to God, by the law of God, which he has revealed ro him, 
and acknowledges to be good; and therefore the ground 
of my hopes of him, that he may be ſaved, if he repents, 
is, becauſe he knows the means how to repent, and be 
converted. So my univerſal love reaches to him not only: 
in that I believe, *ris poſſible for God to bring him out of 
his wickedneſs ; but in that I acknowledge, that God in 
order thereto has actually made manifeſt to him the way, 


| how he may be converted: and fo I exclude him not 
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from the univerſal love of God, which I ſuppoſe in that 
manifeſtation of his will to have already really touched 
and 'reached him. But the other caſe has no parity with 


this. For firſt, that defect of the Scriptures and outward 


knowledge of Chriſt in an Indian or American, &c. is no 
wilful, malicious act of them againſt any law known to 


them ; but is the mere providence of God by them inevi- 


table: neither is it unto them any moral evil, that they 


are born or brought up in theſe parts, or come not to 
thoſe places, where they may learn and find that know- 
ledge. If I then judge, that God's love reaches not any 


ſuch, whom by this providence he has permitted to be thus 
born and educated, in order to fave them, my univerſal love 
can no ways reach to them, ſo as to ſuppoſe ſalvation 
poſſible to them, not becaaſe they refuſe or reſiſt the 
means of knowledge and falvation appointed to them of 


God; but becauſe they want it by the will of God, who | 


thought not meet to give it to them. I look not upon it 
as my work in this Treatiſe, to refute this doctrine, and 


ſhew its contrariety to truth and Scripture, having done 


that largely elſewhere, (as in my Apology, expl. of the 
5th and 6th Propoſitions 9 it is enough here, that I ſhew, 
that ſuch as hold this opinion cannot juſtly pretend to uni- 
verſal love: as doth evidently appear by what is ſaid, and 
needs no further queſtion. 


Perhaps the Socinians may ſtep in here, or others 


of more general principles, who will affirm, they do not 
believe, that the want of this explicit knowledge doth 


neceſſarily exclude men from ſalvation. It is true, there 


are ſome of that mind; but it were hard to rank them 
under any particular denomination: It being rather a no- 


tion of thoſe men, of whom I made mention before, that 


are uncertain in their principles, and join with no people 
abſolutely ; than acknowledged by a people, or any 


public confeſſion of any united or gathered church and 


people. 8 
Ihe Socinians generally lay very great ſtreſs upon the 


outward knowledge of Chriſt, and do believe, the out- 


ward knowledge of Chriſt, or of the reſurrection at leaſt, 
to be abſolutely needful, holding the ſufficiency of that 
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alone upon Rom. x. 9. But paſſing that, and taking it 
for granted, that the generality of Socinians, and ſeveral 
others with them (who being all taken in cumulo) may 
paſs ; for as much as a whole body of people do believe 


and affirm ſalvation even poſſible to ſuch, as are by an 


inevitable fate excluded from the benefit. of that external 
knowledge, in that they lay, 


Object. Thar ſuch, as will improve that light of nature, 


which all men have given them of God, and exerciſe that 


common principle of reaſon, may from che works of creation 
and providence certainly conclude, that there is a God, 
forſake many evils, and do much good; and that fuch, as 


do thus improve this natural and common light, do obtain 


of God to ſend them miraculouſly either ſome man or angel 
to fignify to them the outward knowledge or reſurrection 


of Chriſt, that they may believe it, and be ſaved. 


1 anſaurr : This doth not reach the full extent of 


-univerſal love; becauſe it ſtill limiteth it to this external 


knowledge, and ſuppoſeth no means of ſalvation without 
it. And next, becauſe it ſuppoſeth ſomewhat miraculous ; 
which as has been before obſerved, is a limitation not 
to be admitted in this caſe. But if any would affirm, 
that the improving of this natural light proved to them 
a means of ſalvation, without ſuppoſing any neceſſity of 


having the outward knowledge of Chriſt at all; albeit it 
would ſeem by the extent of their charity, that their 
love were very univerſal; yet they do not eſtabliſh true 


univerſal love, more than the other. Becauſe nothing 
is true univerſal love, but that which naturally proceed- 
eth from the true love of God, and. is founded upon 
good and ſound principles deduced therefrom, and which 
hath not its riſe from the love of ſelf, or from a ſelfiſh 
principle : which though it may have a ſhew of univerſal 
love, is not really ſuch; elſe he that would affirm, he 
believed, that all men as well the wicked as the godly, 
the unbelieving as the believing ſhould be ſaved, and that 
no wickedneſs can hinder a man from being ſaved—might 
be faid to be a truer preacher of univerſal love, than 
any, and moſt charitable of all men; and yet how would 


this be juſtly condemned by all Chriſtians? There can 


"I 93 
chen be no true univerſal love, but that which is built 
0 the love of God, and is pure, and of the nature of 


80 then, thoſe that affirm, that men may be ſaved 


ener without the outward knowledge of Chriſt, and of 
the Scriptures, if 'they improve the light of nature; 
whether it be that they judge, that the light of nature 


can carry them through to the end, and accompliſh 


the work; or that they ſuppoſe, the improving of it 
will procure any ſuch miraculous revelation ; do not truly 
preach or eſtabliſh univerſal love, becauſe the fame is not 


founded upon the true love of God, but is an exalti 


of the nature and reaſon of man, which is really defiled, 


and proceeds from ſelf. Since theſe men for the moſt 


part do look upon grace, or the operation of the ſpirit m 
the ſaints, as but a mere fancy; ſo I ſay, theſe men do 


not commend the true love of God, which is contrary to 
ſelf; but only their own corrupt nature and reaſon : 
and do therefore really oppoſe and flight the univerſal 


love of God, in that they ſuppoſe man capable of himſelf 


to ſave himlelf, without Chriſt the alone Mediator; in 


and by whom the univerſal love of God to all is only 


extended. For whomever God loves, he loves them in 


Chriſt, and no other ways; and this love of God in Chrift 


cannot be truly received and entertained to the falvation 


of the ſoul, but as the old man, the firſt man with his 


deeds (which are altogether corrupted, and can claim 


no ſhare in man's ſalvation) is put off and done away; 
and as the new man, that proceeds from a divine ſpiri- 


tual ſeed, which is not of nor from man s nature, comes 
to be born and brought forth in the ſoul. 


But much more do they contradict and declare s 


ſelves void of, and ſtrangers to, the univerſal love, who 


hold the preciſe deeree of reprobation, with the other 
principles depending thereupon, in believing, that © the far 


greater number not only of mankind, but even of thoſe 
that profeſs the name of Chriſt, are neceſſarily damned, 


and that by virtue of God's abGlate decree, who from 
all eternity ordained to create them for that very end, and 


appointed them to walk in ſuch wickedneſs, for Which 
he might condemn them, and puniſh them eternally: ſo 
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that not only ſuch, as are ignorant ende biſtory of Chriſt, 


and of the Scriptures, are certainly damned; but even 


' moſt of thoſe who have the benefit of this knowledge, 


are notwithſtanding damned alſo, for not right uſing and 

applying the ſame, which miſerable crime they neceflarily 
fall in, becauſe that God, albeit he publickly, and by his 
revealed will, doth invite them all to ſalvation, yet by a 
ſecret will unknown to men, he doth withhold from them 
all power and grace ſo to do.“ Now I ſay, whoever are 
of this mind (as all Calviniſts generally are) cannot 
juſtly pretend to univerſal love; for ſeeing, they limit the 
bone of of God to a ſmall number, making all the reſt only 

objects of his wrath and indignation, they muſt by con- 
ſequence ſo limit their own love alfo : for God being the 


fountain and author of love, no man can extend true 


Chriſtian love beyond his; yea, the greateſt and higheſt 


love of any man falls infinitely ſhort of the love of God, 


even as far as a little drop of water falls ſhort of the 
great ocean. Now, none of theſe men, without manifeſtly 
contradicting their own principles, can pretend to have 
love to any of thoſe, that are thus predeſtinated to death: 

for what ſottiſhneſs were it, and inconſiſtency, to pretend 
charity to ſuch, ſo as to ſuppoſe a poſſibility of ſalvation 
for thoſe, whom God hath appointed to be damned, and 
to be ſons of perdition ? for to ſay, we ought to have 
charity to all, becauſe we know not who is appointed to 
life, or may be called to it; faith nothing to ſolve this 


difficulty. 


Becauſe even to ſuch, as may be ſuppoſed to be eleted, 
I am not to have charity, ſo long as I ſee them in wicked- 
neſs, and in any unconverted ſtate; for that were to 
walk againſt all true judgment, and a putting light for 
darkneſs, and darkneſs for light; a calling good, evil; 
and evil, good; which is expreſsly forbidden. 

Next, this were to make true Chriſtian love as blind, 
as the heathens ſuppoſed their god of their luſtful love 
to be: for I ought to love men for ſome real good | 
ſee in them, as feeling them to.partake of, and grow in 
the love of God; and not upon a mere perhaps God 


may do them good, perhaps they may be called; unleſs 
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J believed, there were ſomething of God in all, given 
them in order to call them. . 

Thirdly: Seeing theſe men do believe and affirm, that 
as God in this caſe appoints the end, ſo he doth the 


means alſo; they are not only obliged upon their prin- 


ciple, without all charity to conclude as damned, and 
appointed to damnation all ſuch, as have not the benefit 
of theſe means they think needful; but even all ſuch 


among themſelves enjoying theſe means, in whom appear 


not (according to their notion of it) true and convincing 
tokens of converſion. And as this doctrine naturally 
leads from any thing like univerſal love; ſo (as I ob- 
ſerved before) it ſo leaveneth and defileth with an un- 


lovely humour ſuch, as ſtrictly and preciſely hold it, that 
for the moſt part they are obſerved to be men of peeviſn 


and perſecuting ſpirits. 
For theſe two principles, to wit, that of there being 


no ſalvation without the church among Papiſts (as pre- 
ciſely underſtanding it of the church of Rome) and this 
of abſolute reprobation among Proteſtants, are the very 


root and ſpring, from. whence flows that bloody and 


-antichriſtian tenet of perſecution for the caſe of conſci- 
ence ; and therefore both it and they are directly 
contrary and diametrically oppoſite to the true Catholic, 


Chriſtian Love of God, 


———— - 
SECT, v. 


Some principles of Chriſtianity propoſed, as they are held by a 
great body of people, and whole gathered churches in Great 
Britain and Ireland; which do very well agree with true 
univerſal love. | 


SUCH as moſt commonly complain for the want of 


univerſal love, do allege this defect to proceed from 
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the nature of a ſect, unto which they think this want 
of charity ſo peculiar, that from thence they conclude, 
that it is impoſſible either for any ſe& univerſally to 


have this univerſal love, or for any member of a ſect, 
ſo long as he ſtands to his principles, or is ſtrictly bound 


up and tied to a ſect, to have this univerſal love: and 


indeed, this in a great meaſure is too true, if the nature 


of a ſe& be rightly underſtood; and therefore to avoid 
miſtakes, it will be fit to inquire ſomewhat in this 


_ matter, - | 


A ſe& is commonly and univerſally taken in the worſt 


part, and always ſo underſtood, where it is mentioned in 


the Scripture: as being either really underſtood of ſuch 
as are juſtly ſo termed, Acts v. 17. xv. 5. xxvi. 5. or 
reproachfully caſt upon ſuch, as ought not to have been 
ſo denominated, Acts xxiv. 5. xxviii. 22. For a ſect is 
a company of people following the opinions and inven- 


tions of a particular man or men, to which they adhere 
more, and for which they are more zealous, than for the 


ſimple, plain, and neceſſary doctrine of Chriſt. But ſuch 
as are not a ſect, nor of a ſect, are thoſe, that follow 
the faith and doctrines of Chriſt, and receive and be- 


lieve the ſame, as purely preached and held forth by 


him unto them; and not as by the recommendation 
of man, as clouded and incumbered with. their inter- 
pretations and additions: and ſo are mere Chriſtians, 
and yet true and faithful ones too; yea, the moſt true 
and faithful. | 880 

Now, which of the ſeveral ſorts of Chriſtians are to 
be accounted ſects, and which not, is a great queſtion; 


and would take a larger diſcourſe, than is proper to be 


inſerted in this place, truly to inquire into it: and there- 
fore it ſhall ſuffice me at this time to have aſſerted this in 
general, which, I judge, will be generally accorded to by 
all; and leave the application to each underſtanding 
reader : for the clearing which there may ſeveral weighty 
obſervations fall in hereafter. Probably, this will be 
almoſt granted by all; and I am ſure, may be truly 
affirmed ; that whatſoever people hold forth and preach 
doctrines, which in the nature of them contradi& and arc 
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inconſiſtent with true univerſal love, ſuch may truly be 
termed a ſect; which may be eaſily applied to thoſe here- 
tofore mentioned: and ſo conſequently, whoever hold forth 
principles and doctrines conſiſtent and agreeable there- 
unto, are and may truly be eſteemed mere Chriſtians, and 
no ſeq, Next, the nature of a people's ſociety, and 
the cauſes drawing them together, with the. method of 
their being gathered, does much contribute to evidence; 
whether they are to be eſteemed a fe& or not. Firſt, 
whoſe fellowſhip ſtands merely in judgment, and in thar 
which reacheth the underſtanding, and ſo are joined 
together in and for one opinion, are only to be eſteemed a 


ſect, however true their notions may be ſuppoſed to be. For 


the true principles and doctrines of Chriſt, albeit they do 
truly reach the underſtanding, and require its aſſent; yet 
they are of an operative nature : however they may be 
held by one or two members of the church, without work- 
ing upon their hearts ; yet cannot be held, nor ever were, 
by any entire ſociety, without purifying their ſouls, and 
reaching to, and working upon, their hearts, to a true 
and real converſion, I mean, upon the greateſt, and moſt 
conſiderable part: but falſe doctrines may be firmly be- 
lieved by a whole ſociety without having any operation. 
For the gathering of the apoſtles and primitive Chriſtians 
was an uniting of hearts, and not of heads only; thoſe 
three thouſand converts were pricked in their hearts, and 
not in their heads only: yea, where there may be a diſ- 
ſent in ſome things in point of judgment, if there be this 
unity of heart through the prevailing of the ſame life 
of righteouſneſs, yet the true fellowſhip is not broken: 
as appeared in the example of the apoſtles themſelves. 
Now theſe people, who hold forth the principles and doc- 
trines hereafter to be mentioned, were not gathered to- 
gether by an unity of opinion, or by a tedious and parti- 
cular diſquiſition of notions and opinions requiring an 
aſſent to them, and binding themſelves by leagues and cove. 
nants thereto; but the manner of their gathering was 


by a ſecret want, which many truly tender and ſerious 


ſouls in divers and ſundry ſects found in themſelves : which 
put each ſe& upon the ſearch of ſomething beyond all opi- 
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nion, which might ſatisfy their weary ſouls, even the 
revelation of God's righteous judgment in their heart 


to burn up the unrighteous root and fruits thereof; that 


the ſame being deſtroyed and done away, the inward peace 
and joy of the Holy Spirit in the ſoul might be felt to 
abound, and thence power and life to follow him in all 
his commandments. And ſo, many came to be joined 
and united together in heart and ſpirit, in this one life of 
righteouſneſs, who had long been wandering in the ſeveral 
ſets; and by the inward unity came to be gathered in 
one body: from whence by degrees they came to find 
themſelves agreed in the plain and ſimple doctrines of 
Chriſt.“ And as this inward power they longed for, and 
felt to give them victory over ſin, and bring the peace 
that follows thereon, was that, whereby they were brought 
unto that unity and community together; ſo they came 
firſt thence to accord in the univerſal preaching of this 
power to all, and directing all unto it: which is their firſt 
and chiefeſt principle, and moſt agreeable to this univerſal 
love, as I ſhall hereafter ſhew. And it is very obſerv- 
able, that as thoſe, whoſe gathering and fellowſhip ariſes 
from this mere unity of notions and opinions, do uſually 
derive their name and deſignation from the firſt authors, 
inventors and fomenters of thoſe opinions (as of old the 


Arians, Neſtorians, Manichæans, &c. and of late the 


Lutherans, Calviniſts, Arminians, Socinians, Mennonites, 
&c.) ſo thoſe people, whoſe unity and fellowſhip did 
ariſe from their mutual ſenſe of this power working in 
and upon their ſouls, that ſociety derives not their name 
from any particular man; and therefore are providentially 
delivered from that great mark of a ſect. But as the 
ungodly will be always throwing ſome name or reproach 
upon the children and ſervants of God; it being obſerved, 


that through the deep and inward operation of this power 


in them a dread took hold on them, not only to the 
2 0 


* Which external agreement as well in do&rines as in the practices neceſſarily 
following thereupon, became as one external bond and tie of their outward and 


viſible fellowſhip obvious to the world, whereby they are diſtinguiſhed even to the 


obſervation of man from the ſeveral ſe&s profeſſing the name of Chriſt ; as the 
true Chriſtians of old were by their adherence to the orthodox principles from 


others, that laid claim likewiſe to be Chrillians. 
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begetting of God's fear in their hearts, but even to the 
reaching and inſtructing of their outward man; hence the 


name of Quakers or Tremblers hath been caſt upon them: 
which ſerveth to diſtinguiſh them from others, though not 


aſſumed by them. Yet as the Chriſtians of old, albeit 


the name of Chriſtian was caſt upon them by way of 
reproach, gloried in it, as deſiring above all things to 
be accounted the followers of Chriſt; ſo they alſo are 
glad, that the world reproacheth them as ſuch, who 


tremble before the Lord, and who work out their ſalva- 
tion in fear and trembling. 


As the nature of a ſect ariſeth from the love of ſelf 
and its production, ſo in the laſt place there can be no 
more ſignal or certain mark of a ſect, than when a people 
ſeek to advance and propagate their way 1n the itrength 


of their own ſpirits, reckoning the preaching and publiſh- 


ing thereof by their own natural or acquired parts, without 
the neceſſity of the inward motion of the Holy Spirit, 
both lawful and commendable ; and not only ſo, but the 
advancing and eſtabliſhing of the fame by outward force 
and violence. For here is man working without God or 
the guidance of his ſpirit, in his own mere ſtrength and 


vill, to ſet up his own images and inventions under a pre- 


tence of truths and pure Chriſtianity ; but thoſe that dare 
not ſeek to advance even that, which they are perſuaded 
is truth, in their own will and fpirit (far leſs by outward 
force and violence) but in and by God's ſpirit, as he leads 
and moves to it by his life and power, ſhew, that ſuch 


are not a ſect, nor followers of man's inventions, but of 


Chriſt alone, waiting to follow him, as he acts and moves 
them by his own ſpirit and power: and therefore are 


no ſectarians but mere Chriſtians. 


The chief and firſt principle then held by thoſe Chriſ- 
tians, which (as I obſerved before) naturally arifeth (and 
was aſſented to by them) from their inward ſenſe, that 
tied them together. is, that there is ſomewhat of God, 
ſome light, ſome grace, ſome power, ſome meaſure of the 
ſpirit, ſome divine, ſpiritual, heavenly, ſubſtantial life and 
virtue in all men, which is a faithful witneſs againſt all 


_ Unrighteouſneſs and ungodlineſs in the heart of man, and 
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leads, draws, moves, and inclines the mind of man to 
righteouſneſs, and ſeeks to leaven him, as he gives way 
therennto into the nature of itſelf 3' whereby an inward, 


- thorough and real redemption may be wrought in the 


hearts of all men, of whatſoever nation, country, or 
kindred they be, notwithſtanding whatſoever outward 
knowledge or benefit they be, by the providence of God, 
neceflarily deprived of : becauſe whatſoever they want 


of that, yet ſuch a meaſure of this light, ſeed, life and 


word is communicated to all, as is ſufficient truly to con- 
vert them from the evil of their ways, purify and cleanſe 
them, and conſequently bring them to ſalvation. And in 
the affirming of this, they do not at all exalt ſelf or nature; 
(as do the Socinians ;) in that they freely acknowledge, 
that man's nature is defiled and corrupted, and unable 
to help him, or further him one ſtep in order to falvation 
judging nothing more needful, than the full and perfect 


denying and mortification of {elf in order thereunto. Nor 


do they believe, this ſeed, light, and grace to be any part 
of man's nature, or any thing, that properly and eſſentially 
is of man; but that it is a free grace and gift of God 
freely given to all men, in order to bring them out of 


the fall, and lead them to life eternal. Neither do they 


ſuppoſe, this ſeed, word and grace, which is ſufficient to 
lead to ſalvation, to be given to men without Chriſt ; 
for. they believe it ro be the purchaſe and benefit of 
Chriſt's death, who taſted death for every man: ſo that 
they confeſs all to be derived to them in and by Chriſt, 
the Mediator, to whom they aſcribe all. Yea, they believe 
this light, grace and ſeed to be no other, but a meaſure 
of that life and ſpirit, that was in Chriſt Jeſus z which 
being in him, who is the head, in the fulneſs of it, is 


from him (in whom it reſideth) as he is aſcended up 
_ unto, and glorified in the heavens, extended to all men, 


in order to redeem them from fin, and convert them 
to God. 

Thus according to this principle, without attributing 
any thing to ſelf, or to the nature of man, or claiming 
any thing without Chriſt ; the univerſal love of God to all 
men is exhibited: whereby the means of ſalvation by 


e 
Chriſt, and reconciliation unto God is ſo aſſerted, that no 
man is altogether excluded from it; but each ſo reached, 
as puts him in a capacity to be ſaved. Such then, as 
believe and preach this doctrine, muſt of neceſſity be 
eſteemed great advancers and aſſertors of univerſal love, 
as thoſe that truly eſtabliſh it, not through any uncertainty 
or doubtfulneſs in themſelves, but upon their own firm 
and acknowledged principle; ſince that doth neceſſarily 
extend their charity to the not only ſuppoſing, but even 
concluding, ſalvation poſſible not only to the ſeveral ſorts 
of Chriſtians, but even to ſuch, who by the diſadvan- 
tage of education, and the remoteneſs of their habitation 


are ignorant of the name of Chriſt. Provided, that this 


ſeed, grace, word, and light, which is in them all, and 
the free gift of God to them all, receive place in their 


hearts, ſo as to work out the fruits and nature of unrigh- 


teouſneſs; and to beget them unto righteouſneſs, purity, 
and holineſs: which according to this principle is believed 
to be very poſſible, where the external knowledge is 
thus unavoidably wanting. For albeit thoſe who hold 


this principle, do believe, that the outward knowledge of 


Chriſt, and thoſe other advantages, which from the uſe 
of the Scriptures are enjoyed among Chriſtians, are very 
comfortable, and conducing to facilitate ſalvation ; yet they 
reckon them not abſolutely needful, holding them only 
to be integral, and no eſſential parts of Chriſtianity : for 
they place the eſſence or being of Chriſtianity only in the 
true and real converſion of the heart, by virtue of the ope- 
ration of this light, ſeed, and grace there. 

* Even as the eflence and being of a man conſiſts in the 
unity of ſoul and body, which is enough to denominate 


one a man, albeit he ſhould want a leg or an arm, an 


eye or an ear, or have ſome other defe&, or even ſhould 
be deſtitute of ſome of the faculties of the mind, as of 
the memory, &c. that other men have: yet ſuch an one 


* Let not the reader think ſtrange, that I aſſert this principle, and enter not 
upon the probation of it (having done that largely elſewhere, as in my Apology) 


it not being my buſineſs here ſo to do; but only to ſhew, how ſuch and ſuch 


principles do not agree with univerſal love: as on the other hand, when I make 
mention of other principles, I do not offer to refute them; it being enough here 
to demonſtrate, that they are contrary to univerſal love, | 
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would ſtill, and that truly, be called man, albeit not a 


love of God, as to right reaſon: where, whenever any 


concede, that this is God's lave to mankind, and that 


So that to every one, to whom they come to preach, 
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complete and entire man. Yea, thoſe that live in the moſt 
barbarous and uncivilized places of the world, where 
they are deſtitute and ignorant of all the liberal arts and 
ſciences uſed among us, and of all thoſe conveniences, 
which ſo much conduce to the tacilitating of human 
ſociety, and accommodating of mankind in their living 
together ; I fay, thoſe are ſtill truly accounted men, as 
having that which is truly effential or conſtitutive of 
a man, as ſuch. In like manner, this principle ſuppo- 
ſeth the poſſibility of ſalvation both to thoſe commonly 
called heathens, and to many among the dark and 
erroneous ſects of Chriſtianity, in that this eſſential part of 
Chriſtianity is extended to them, albeit they want thoſe 
other integrals and comfortable parts, which may in and 
with reſpect to the ſpiritual man be fitly compared to 
theſe defects, that thoſe barbarous nations want, which 
we enjoy, as to the natural man. As none can deny, 
but this principle is moſt agreeing to univerſal love; 
ſo the practice of all, even of thoſe that deny it, doth 
evidence and ſhew, how agreeable it is as well to the 


of the ſects come to deal with a heathen, or any ſuch, 
againſt whom they cannot urge any thing, from Scrip- 
ture or tradition, as being principles not acknowledged 
by them; then they are always forced to recur to an 
inward, innate light in the ſoul, to which they labour 
to make manifeſt their principles: albeit they differ about 
the nature and ſufficiency of it; yet they Bug forced to 


in this the univerſal love of God is exrended to all. 


they may find ſomething, by which they may urge or 
commend their doctrine: of which I ſhall give one ſin- 
gular example out of the words of Franciſcus Xaverins, 
a Jeſuit, whom that tribe, for the high eſteem they have 
of. him, term the Apoſtle of the Indies; as it is recorded 
in Bernhardus Varenus his deſcriptio Regni Japoniæ, p. 
I95. cap. 8. where he puts down the words of Francis 
Xavier's letter thus; (p. 247.) The Amargurians, be⸗ 
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6 FI they received baptiſm, were ſtraitened with an odi- 
c 0us and troubleſome ſcruple, to wit, that God ſeemed 
not unto them merciful and benign, who had condemned 
© all the Japonians before our coming to eternal puniſh- 
ment; eſpecially, whoever did not worſhip God, according 
as we preached : and therefore they ſaid, that he (to wit, 
* God) had wholly neglected the ſalvation of all their pre- 
« deceflors, in permitting, that theſe miſerable ſouls ſhould 
* altogether be deſtitute (to their utter ruin) of the know- 
© ledge of ſaving - truth. This moſt odious thought did 
much draw them back from the worſhip of the true 
God; but by the help of God this error and ſcruple was 
„taken from them. For we firſt did demonſtrate unto. 
© them, that the divine law was the oldeſt of all; yea, be- 
fore any law was made by the ancients. The Japonians 
© knew by the teaching of nature, that it was unlawful to 
kill, ſteal, forſwear; and other things contained in the ten 
divine laws; as was evident in that, when any of them 
committed theſe crimes, they were tormented by the pricks 
of their conſciences: that hence reaſon itſelf doth teach 

* to flee the evil, and follow the good; and therefore was 
* implanted in the minds of all men by nature: ſo that all 

© have the knowledge of the divine law from nature, and 

of God the Author of nature, before diſcipline be added. 

* Of which, were it doubted, trial might be made in ſome 
* body altogether void of diſcipline, who has been edu- 
* cated in ſome mountain or wilderneſs, without any know- 
* ledge of the laws of his country: for if ſuch an one, 
thus altogether ignorant and unacquainted with human 

* diſcipline, were aſked, whether to kill a man, to ſteal, 
* and theſe other things, which the law of God forbids, 
were ſinful or not; or if it were not right, to forbear 
* theſe things; truly, I fay, ſuch an one utterly ignorant 
* of human diſcipline, would fo anſwer, that it would cafily 
* appear, that he were not void of the law of God. From 
* whence then ſhall we judge, he has drawn his notion, 
* unleſs from God himſelf, the Author of nature? if then 
this be manifeſt in barbarous men; how much more in 
men civilized and well educated ? which being ſo, it ne- 
* cellarily follows, chat the divine law Was implanted in 


© man's heart, before all laws made by man. This reaſon 
© was fo manifeſt to them, that they were fully ſatisfied ; 
and ſo being delivered from theſe ſnares, did eaſily ſub- 
ee themſelves to the ſweet yoke of Chriſt.“ Thus far 
averms. © e 
Thus it may ſeem, that to ſatisfy theſe Japonians, that 
their forefathers were not all neceſſarily damned; and to 
ſhew, that the univerſal love of God reached unto them, 
to put them in a capacity of ſalvation; this cunning Jeſuit 
could not find another way, than by aſſerting this prin- 
ciple: albeit it be no ways congruous to the doctrine of 
the church of Rome. For theſe ancient Japonians could 
not be eſteemed members of the church of Rome; and as 
not being ſuch, according to the Romiſh principle (who 
ſay, there is no ſalvation without the church, that is, with. 
out the church of Rome) muſt needs have been damned. 
Secondly: That notion and definition of a church, which 
naturally ariſes from this principle (and is accordingly be- 
lieved by the aſſertors of it) doth alſo both very well 
agree to, and eſtabliſh, this doctrine of univerſal love. For 
by virtue of this ſeed and light extended by Chriſt unto 
the hearts of all, it being ſuppoſed, that men may thereby 
be truly converted, and conſequentially united to Chriſt, it 
naturally follows, that ſuch may become members of the 
church: elſe none of old, but the families of the patriarchs 
and of the Jews, could have been judged to be ſaved; nor 
yet any, during all the time of the apoſtaſy: which as it 
is falſe in itſelf, will be hardly affirmed by any. And 
therefore ſince ſuch might be ſaved, they muſt be eſteemed 
members of the church; without which (in this large 
| ſenſe) there can be no ſalvation, as including the whole 
body of Chriſt : of which body who are not, are certainly 
excluded, And therefore it is, that the church catholic or 
univerſal, is not ſo confined to any ſect, form, or external 
profeſſion, as that thoſe that are not initiated in thoſe 
forms, are excluded abſolutely from being members of the 
church; unleſs it be upon refuſal or reſiſtance of the will 
of God really manifeſt to them, as drawing them to the 
practice of particular things. For it hath pleaſed God at 
ſeveral times to require ſeveral things, both of particular 
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_ churches and perſons, which he has not of others: as to 
the Jewiſh converts, to abſtain from things ſtrangled and 
blood; and to the churches of the Gentiles, not to cir- 
cumciſe ; (which was permitted to the Chriſtian Jews for 
a time 3) and from particular perſons many particular things 
have been required : which, albeit they were not general 
obligations upon all Chriſtians ; yet in ſo far as manifeſted 
to, and required of them, were ſufficiently obligatory : and 
their diſobedience to them ſhould have been in them a 
breach of their general obligation of obedience (which we 
owe to God in all things he requires) and conſequently 
pernicious ; however others, to whom they have never 
been revealed nor required, might have been ſaved with- 
out them. i | 

Thirdly : As the aſſerting of principles, which commend 
the love of God, and ſhew the great extent of it to man- 
kind, do molt agree with univerſal love; ſo this people in 
another chief principle of theirs do greatly ſhew it. For as 
by the preaching of this univerſal principle of the light, 
they ſhew the extenſion of God's love to all; ſo by preach- 
Ing, that God both doth, and is willing to reveal his will 
immediately by his own Spirit in the hearts of all thoſe 
that receive his light, that ſo they may be guided, acted, 
and led thereby, and know the mind of God thus inwardly, 
immediately in themſelves ; they hold forth the intenſion 
of God's love to all thoſe that follow and obey him: fo 
that they neither bind up this being led by the Spirit of 
God, only to themſelves, nor ſtint it to ſingular and extra- 
ordinary occaſions ; but hold it forth as a common and 
univerſal privilege to all true Chriſtians and members of 
the church. Now this doctrine greatly commends the love 
of God, and eſtabliſherh the principle of univerſal love, in 
that it ſhews, how univerſally God hath offered this bleſſed 
privilege to all, in that he hath given his light unto all; 
upon the receiving of which this immediate guidance of 
the ſpirit followeth, as a neceſſary concomitant : for ſuch 
as deny this immediate revelation of God's will by his 
Spirit, in the hearts of his children, to be a common and 
univerſal privilege to all true Chriſtians and members of 
the church, 5 needs ſuppoſe the knowledge of his will 
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neceſſary for them, to he communicated to them by ſome 
other external means, as by outward writings and precepts; 
infomuch that all ſach as are robbed of this benefit, are 
neceſſarily excluded from partaking of the. univerſal love 
of God, in order to the ſalvation of their fouls. — 

Fourthly : As the confining of the gifts and graces 
of God to certain external forms and ceremonies, are di- 
realy oppoſite and contrary to univerſal love, ſuch as the 
limiting of the work of the miniſtry to outward ordination, 
and to a particular tribe of perſons ; the making human 
parts and arts more neceſſary thereto, than the grace of 
God, ſo that the grace of God is not judged ſufficient to 


make a man a miniſter, or to privilege him to preach with- 


out thoſe other artificial and ceremonial things ; ſo I fay 
on the other hand, thoſe people to the commending of 
the univerſal love of God to all, but eſpecially in the viſible 
church, do affirm, that as this light and grace of God is 
given to all in order to ſave them; ſo whoever finds him- 
ſelf truly called in his heart thereby, and fitted to miniſter 
to others, may lawfully preach and declare to others the 
good things that God has done for his ſoul, and dire& and 
inſtruct them, as by the ſame grace he is enabled, how 


they may come to the experience and attainment of the 


fame things; albeit he have no outward ordination or call 


from men; be not initiated in their ceremonies and orders, 


nor yet furniſhed with their learning and ſchool-education. 
This greatly commends and holds forth the love of God, 
becauſe it toes not confine the miniſtry unto fuch a narrow 
compaſs, as by the ſeveral ſects it is done; but ſuppoſeth, 
that among thoſe that had not the Scriptures and outward 


knowledge, there might have been miniſters or preachers 


of righteouſneſs : as it was faid of Noah, that he was one, 
who was, cre the Scriptures were writ: and Job was an— 
other: beſides Socrates amongſt the Greeks, Pythagoras 
amongſt the Latins, and ſeveral others that might be named 
among the Arabians, Indians and Erhiopians. And this 
doctrine doth very much hoid forth the univerſal love of | 
God m the viſible church, in that it excludeth none from 
miniſtering his gift, as he hath it, albeit a poor tradeſman, 
or mechanic men; as is done among the far greater part 
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of the ſes of chriſtendom by the preſumptuous uſurpation 
of them. c a oe Ts 
Fifthly: This people do greatly commend and hold 
forth the univerſal love of God to all, in denying the uſe 
of outward, carnal things, which periſh in the uſing, ſuch 
as waſhing or ſprinkling with water, or eating of bread and 
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wine, to be the ſeals of God's covenant with man, or to 


be the means or channels, by which grace and ſpiritual 
refreſhment is miniſtered to the foul. For thereby they 
confine not God's love in the communicating of his gifts 
and graces to the application, or not uſing of elementary 
things, which may be as truly (as to the matter of them) 
performed by the moſt wicked and greateſt hypocrite of 
the world, as by the moſt godly and ſincere; as do the 
greateſt part of the ſets among Chriſtians, who make ſuch 
a noiſe of the ſacraments and ordinances, and do ſo quarrel 
and jangle about their matter and manner of performance: 
but do affirm and believe, that increaſe of grace, and re- 
freſhment in and by the life of Chriſt, is conveyed unto 
the ſouls of all thoſe that are faithful, as this ſeed receives 
a place, and grows up in their hearts, without theſe out- 
ward ceremonies. This cannot be performed, but by fuch 
as are ſincere and godly indeed; for ſuch can only be truly 
faithful, and wait in that place, where grace and refreſh- 
ment, ſtrength and power, wiſdom and courage, patience 
and all other good gifts are received. 

Sixthly : Theſe people do much eſtabliſh univerſal love, 
in that they affirm, perſecution of men for the matter of 
their conſciences to be unchriſtian and unlawful; believing 
that as God can only inform and enlighten the conſcience, 
ſo it is contrary to the univerſal love of God, for men to 
ſeek to force and reſtrain it: as hath hitherto been ſuſſi- 
ciently ſhewn. | 

Laſtly : They do very truly and obſervably eſtabliſh uni- 
verſal love, in that they preach love to enemies, and the 
neceſſity of bearing and ſuffering injuries without revenge; 
holding it unlawful for Chriſtians to fight, or uſe carnal 
Weapons, even to reſiſt ſuch as oppoſe them, and wrong- 
fully prejudice them. As this is moſt agreeable to the 
doctrine and practice of Chriſt, ſo is it to the univerſal 
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love of God, whoſe long-ſuffering patience even towards 
the wicked, ſtif-necked and rebellious, after many provo- 
_ cations, doth above all declare his love; in which they 
cannot pretend to be followers of him, who believe it law. 
ful for them to revenge every injury, to give blow for 
blow, and knock for knock (and ſo know not, what it is 
patiently to receive and ſuffer ſuch an injury) if they have 
any opportunity of revenging themſelves : and ſo conſe. 
quently cannot have univerſal love, which neceſſarily ſup- 
poſeth and includes love to enemies. And he that will 
beat, kill, and every way he can, deſtroy his enemy ; does 
but fooliſhly contradi& himſelf, if he pretend to love him: 
and thoſe that do not preach and practiſe love to enemies, 
but that which is quite contrary, cannot juſtly pretend 
either to the doctrine or practice of univerſal love. Where- 
| fore I defire the reader may make application hereof, as to 
the ſeveral ſects of Chriſtians, and examine, whoſe prin- 
ciples and practices do moſt agree herewith ; and ſeriouſly 
conſider, whether there be any intire, united body of Chriſ- 
tians, except theſe here mentioned, who do unanimouſly 
hold forth ſo many doctrines, ſo directly eſtabliſhing, and 
agreeing to, TRUE UNIVERSAL LOVE. - 


Written in Aberdeen Priſon, 
the Firſt month, 1677. 
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